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SUBJECT:PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH TURKISH PRIME MINISTER: 

PRESS STATEMENT 

1 . EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE STATEMENT ISSUED BY WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS SECRETARY FOLLOWING MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT CARTER 
AND TURKISH PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT MAY 31. 
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BEGIN QUOTE: PRESIDENT CARTER AND TURKISH PRIME MINISTER 
ECEVIT HAD A USEFUL AND PRODUCTIVE ONE HOUR MEETING THIS 
MORNING WHICH INCLUDED A LULL DISCUSSION OE KEY INTERNA- 
TIONAL AND BILATERAL ISSUES. THE TURKISH PRIME MINISTER 
IS IN THE UNITED STATES HEADING HIS COUNTRY'S DELEGATION TO 
THE NATO SUMMIT WHERE HE HAS ALSO SERVED AS THIS YEAR'S 
HONORARY PRESIDENT. 

THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER NOTED THE IMPORTANT PLACE 
TURKEY OCCUPIES IN THE NATO ALLIANCE AND STRESSED THE AL- 
LIANCE'S IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE PRESERVATION OE 
STABILITY, PEACE, DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN VALUES. THEY ALSO 
REVIEWED THE URGENT NEED EOR STRENGTHENING NATO'S SOUTHERN 
ELANK AND EOR REBUILDING UNITED STATES - TURKISH RELATIONS. 
PRESIDENT CARTER ASSURED PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT THAT HE WAS 
DETERMINED TO OBTAIN CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL EOR THE REPEAL- 
ING OF THE REMAINING ARMS RESTRICTIONS ON TURKEY. PRIME 

MINISTER ECEVIT IN TURN STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
ELIMINATION OF THOSE RESTRICTIONS EOR THE REVITALIZATION OE 
THE UNITED STATES-TURKISH RELATIONS AS WELL AS EOR THE COM- 
MON SECURITY INTERESTS OF THE ATLANTIC COMMUNITY. 

PRESIDENT CARTER AND PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT REITERATED THAT 
AN EARLY AND EQUITABLE SOLUTION OE THE CYPRUS PROBLEM WAS 
DESIRABLE IN THE INTERESTS OF ALL PARTIES CONCERNED AS WELL 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AS EOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE REGION. BOTH EXPRESSED 
THE HOPE THAT THE DISCUSSIONS NOW TAKING PLACE BETWEEN THE 
UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE REPRESENTATIVES OE 
THE CYPRIOT COMMUNITIES WOULD LEAD TO EARLY RESUMPTION OF 
THE INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS. 

THE PRIME MINISTER REVIEWED THE ACTIONS HIS GOVERNMENT HAS 
TAKEN OVER THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS IN THE ECONOMIC FIELD 
WHICH HAS OPENED UP PROSPECTS FOR THE AMELIORATION OF EX- 
TERNAL PAYMENTS. STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE HE ATTACHED TO 
CLOSER ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES, HE ALSO 
EMPHASIZED THE NECESSITY OF A SOUND AND HEALTHY ECONOMY 
BOTH FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF AN EFFICIENT DEFENSE STRUCTURE 
AND THE STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS. THE 
PRESIDENT HAS SHOWN FULL UNDERSTANDING IN THIS RESPECT. 

ALSO PRESENT FOR THE MEETING WERE GUNDUZ OKCUN, FOREIGN 
MINISTER; HASAN ESAT ISIK, DEFENSE MINISTER; AMBASSADOR 
SUKRU ELEKDAG, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY; 
MRI.IH ESENBEL, TURKISH AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES; 
SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE; AND DR. BRZEZINSKI, ASSISTANT TO 
THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS. MATTHEW 
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NIMETZ, COUNSELLOR OE THE STATE DEPARTMENT; GEORGE VEST, 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OE STATE FOR EUROPEAN AEFAIRS; AND PAUL 
HENZE, NSC STAEF MEMBER, ALSO TOOK PART IN THE MEETING. END 
QUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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